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The Senate proceeded, ait in committee of tbe whole, lo
the consideration of the bill lo provide for a tri-inontbly
mail from New Orleans to Vera Cruz, via Taimuco, unci
buck ID steam vessels.

Mr. NOUt.E oaid: This bill, or rather a bill very much
like this, has already been before the Senate, and its
merits are familiar to every member in it. 1 do not
know, ilitielore, bow far it is necexaary that I should
iiRrtiii slate what, on a former occasion, I deemed it my
duty lo unsn on it* consideration, in order to *how the
justice mid the expediency of the measure for which ii
provides It will not, however, be out of place, 1 iin-
urine, thai 1 »houlu refer to some of the considerations
which secured its pannage when it lirst carrie before us
The Senate will bear in mind that, while va*t and nu¬

merous appropriations liavu been made for steamships
itljiDB between some port on the north side of Mason and
Dixon's line and foreign ports, not one has as yet l.een
made (or any communication that might immediately
benefit a port south of that line. Yet, sir, the act which
made provision for the transportation of the United States
mails between the United States ami foreign countries
had dearly in contemplation that h line would be es¬
tablished between the points which this bill proposes to
supply w'tb one. Through some miswording of the
bill, however, the provision to which f allude wan
deemed obscure, and remained a dead letter. The conse¬

quence has been that our intercourse with Mexico has
gradually diminished, and a commerce which, in 1833,
amounted ill imports to upwards of #t).000,000, is now re¬
duced to something less than ..jjy.uoo.ooo ; while our ex¬

ports, which were then of more than ifw,00(1,000, had fallen,
II1850, to something over $1,300,000. Thus have the rela¬
tions which secured to us a valuable share.in the inter¬
change of commodities, with our sister republic been so

utterly annihilated that our government has been obliged
to resort to one of its own steamers to carry despatches
from one country lo tbe other. Thus has the bullion
which Mexico was in the habit ol exchanging with our
own productions been (liveried to other channels than
those in which it had a natural tendency to flow. The
British steamers now monopolize what there is of com-
meice in Mexico, and subtract from it what of the pre¬
cious metals would have come to our ports had a proper
communication been kept up between the two republics
and b*d the provisions of the act of 1S-J5 been complied
with as their spirit clearly required. What we have
(osi in consequence of so glaring a neglect on our part lo
attend to exigencies which pressed themselves upon us so

urgently could hardly be believed if I were to evidence it
in figuies. Sir, let us hasten to redrem the past, and do
something to restore our relations with that country
lo a more natural and healthy condition. Nor are
the advantages which our commerce may derive from a
closer and wore friendly connexion with Mexico the
only consideration that should prompt us to the adoption
0 the measure proposed There are other interests
01 no less grade and importance that will be subserved
by it Our intercourse with neighbors will and must un¬
avoidably awaken them to a consciousness of the im
menseresources by which they are surrounded, and of
their ability, by proper application and indusfrv, to turn
them to the improvement ol their physical, serial, and
political condition. It will have also a tendency to
strengthen those kind and friendly relation* which it
snould be our wish, as it is our interest, that we should
cultivate and extend. Our |K>^tul department will not be
the last to receive benefit from the contemplated mail ar¬
rangement. The quantity of mailable matter which is
being transferred every month from Mexico to the other
parti of tbc wot Id will, through the facilities afforded,
soon increase, and seek the nearest and the clieaiiest
channel through which it can be distributed throughout
the globe and in ess than a year, perhaps, amply com-
\wn-ate Iheexpenditure authorized by the bill Sir com-
\»ttd with the allowance made lo other lines, it will
Wtoaod that while the line from New York to Liver¬
pool it paid at the rate of three dollars and ten cents per
"iilt, that proposed by this bill requires but an expendi
line of one dollar thiity-two and a half cents per mile.
In whatever light, therefore, you consider the measure

reposed, it realizes but advantages to the couutry, while
H demands but a comparatively small amount from the
treasury to enable it to go into operation. 1 hot*, there¬
fore, that the bill will not encounter opposition, and that
it will be suffered to pass in the form in which it has been
pre»»nted You will remark, Mr. President, that no as¬
sistance is demanded of the government to build the
steamships, their construction will remain entirely in tbe
charge of the «>ntiac!ors Though the bill names a con-
tractor with whom the Postmaster General may contract,
it imposes upon that officer no absolute obligation lo treat
with him he is left to decide under his own reMunsibil-
»L .¦ !2 b'L!?. ,h.f e®"""**, ""I absolutely the person
named in the hill, but, on the contrary, whoever may
tender better propositions, and offer as complete and sure
rumnlees that the contract will be faithiully executed
the suggestion of the measure rame into this house
through the memorial of the individual mentioned in the
Mil, and with the escort of the recommendation inado ol
ihesametoiheatlent'on of Conrress by the able officer
"o h01'1" 'he ehair in the Post Office Department Your
2TS1 10 Wh,T wiiole was referred, could not
but imbody in its bill the memorial on who«e occasion the
measure which it provided for had been referred to its
consideration. Tie committee was aware of theopposi
non which the insertion in it of a named contractor would
Wrote; and it was with a view to its avoutance that tbe
Ml leaves it facultative with the Postmaster General to
reat with nim, or with *uch oilier person* a* may present
equal responsibility am] equal ability to perform it* re¬
finements Thu«, sir, the main difficulty which tri'ght
.are arisen out of ita s|*cification of the individual with
iT ki, 'Con,racl 'hould entered into being removed,
be bill lemains without any of those objectionable fea-
wres that might bave endangeted its success I hope,
therefore, that it will pass
Mr CASS. I merely wish lo say one word. 1 hare

.greed with the statements made by the honorable sen#-
lor and I am entirely in favor of tr.ia measure; hut. for
out' Vw.ini'r .k ,h? "hould he stricken
tra e i J L hut n<" 10 "dminis-
nmL \ . .

refcon.ibility to be thrown upon the
KdlTnwX'T". i W*o ?ame Mricken out of this
bill and the PoMmas'er General required, on due notice
<o enter into a contract.not exceeding a given snm-td

TTr" ifr leVhim3e "-ponsi.de for
»«"f bill

Wa>" ' Ca" ch,"trfull>' *">* my vote

Mr. CLEMENS. Mr. President, 1 have prepared an
*mendment which I beg leave lo offer to the bill In the
X?V:M.?7-ke Wl,h vv C or." and in
andTnVh'"hlln.e1,,rik*'>u< "in his default" and "other,"
.J, |if n?,h line »f'erthe words 'United States -
»(K)n the best terms for the United Stales;" makin/

tanlrnnh ^fi'iT * *Uln not **cecding one

may ofl, ?!*!? *5" * Wllh ",,ch Per"on >«

tniuv,. .
,nl an'' .¦..factory security, for the

*'«i,h# "l'on ,he
from New Orlean. "'r *'. e "mM * moll,h
Mr GVVN 1' 111 kz

"'^h person or
'"*Keet ,hc l» «y

Mr. inW"i ' "rr'Pt 'hat modification, air.
.hi" bill I .1 wou'd auggest another modification to

tor from Uiiln. Ym l[" '''Hn °' lhe Mn*
""-if t rnieu I'lfh h

lOV' ^1 hu' 1 wo,1,,, l^.how-
qaestion of^»l,l,r"h"''on-»o see this whole
""rne. .iriclcen n^ lt/l"i°P#n.» ,n<l »ot °"'y to have the
I »o*IH n

" I:"nd haTe " °P«n >n lhat respect, but
'h"P " a"y particular ad van-

for war * al .,hp** "tenners should he fitted up
taw be built of a cet-

(estion | »uh t °UI " no.' as we"...''* .. the aug-
»nd (rw. ,

">ake.-to leave this whole matter open,
»!"> ran In J £0mPUf!tm of, <v«!ryhf>,ly arid anyho<ly
»«'l tesnee».h

* *nd Prof*r means, in proper
.¦ill? "easels, for the tran spoliation of the

mS'iljrZ.'*" !i*m fr"n<1,y> a* honorable
^Ido,Mffmy wHI «0 the general Plan j
lursmpm *'.P^'etX »ee any necea^ity for making re-

fitiej r"hl" »he steamers shall
r»'tain ,"lr,>0,r''' or lh*' *hal1 be °f n

tW,:^' J"'1" objects in view in requiring
''st *. ,l",m*hiris should he of a certain tonnage. The
".s»|« a.0 i*®*!.® that the mails should he carried in tuch

*orne ¦'Iequate accommodation to

'"nnaap
* T".* eoni"<Jer«d that unlesa a certain

»«m£hi k! *',rci,lf1d 'n the hill, and was required.
»"»l? th.«,,p0Md *llfficul,>' of having a.ch
wt"eh this k?T not answer the exigencies
^..deration -1 7"" ;"tended lo w5,i»fy The next
in the I?.|f . , *,frnm p.P,rf"pnt condition of our trade
wh"h wa,

y °f T*r> 'hf dan"er of
.hich tr.,,1 \7 in our minds by an occurrence

fbre,.n u pl",* "nm* ''me since.the presence of two
in the eiJ|f

" ln The condition of our commerce
U aueh that ,t require* constant andactire
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protection. It "my be, air- and 1 ¦»'» among 'hOM: W,loudly euleilaiu llit- hope -that we uuy nol see llie daywhan difficulties uuy cloud the horizon and tutow n*
iulu a ulute of war with any foreign nation but still i» it
not the province of a statesman to provide lor i-uch con
lin^eiices ! And while we are not required to sacrifice
anything fui the requirement which is imposed upon
those who may choose to undertake the running of rliis
line, why should we give up the advantage of being able
in certain emergencies to avail ouiselvea of ouch vessels,
and to turn them to the defence o! the country t I liese
are the considerations which prompted me to require that
the vermeli should he of His burden mentioned in the bill

Mr. HUSK. The suggestion of the honorable senator
from Massachusetts is lo put this up to the lowest bidder,
irrespective of the sort of vessel in which it is to he ear¬
ned If this he done it will not receive my support; nor
would any of those steam lines receive my support upon
a proposition ol that description This is of a charnctercor-
resiKMiding with a great deal of the legislation of Ibis
country, and diHeriug altogether from iliai of other coun¬
tries, since the discovery and Use of steam We legaril
economy to the last dime in money, but are as lavisti as
we can ue in human life. We let these contracts at the
lowest rale they can be procured, and send specula¬
tors in rotten hulls ujioii the water, when the result wou
be just aa it was the other day at the mouth of the Co¬
lumbia river t down would go the vessel, anil a large
number of iuu>sengers would be lost. It is one o! the
parts of this system that we have literally no security for
human life, so far as steam navigation is concerned, it
i» true that we have on our statute-book a law, but
amounts to nothing. It provides no remedy, it is Jim
the same as if that siutulc was not there. Ibe fcngiisn
government have sufficient guards to prevent these dis¬
asters. But our law does not give sufficient security that
humau lives upon ihese vessels are cafe ; and the only
benefit which this system has been to us, or the principal
one at least, and the only one which compensates lor
the outlay over and above the income from the mail ser¬
vice, is in the fact that we have afloat upon the ocean
vessels in which men can go with perfect salety. f be¬
lieve that in none of these contracts at all has an accident
happened by which human life has been lost; and it has
been because they were required lo make their vessels of
sufficient strength. If we are lo carry on this system at
all, let us at least he careful that, while we are saving
money, we do not admit in this way a plan where we

may cause a destruction of human lile.
With regard to this proposition, we are in the immeui-

ole vicinity of Mexico.a nation with a population num¬
bering eight millions.a consuming people ; and yet such
has been our negligence and our carelessness, that w#
have, as the honorable senator says, commerce with that
naiion only to the amountof about #3,000.000, and t-carcelj
any intercourse. Sir, we have as much intercourse with
China as we have with Mexico I hi# proposition asks
that you shall put in communication with one of the ports
of Mexico a port of your own country, which furnish-
t.s you one-half the productions for export in the com¬
merce of the country; and it only seeks lo appropriate
$100,000 for that object. The whole country
benefited more than that 1 have no sor of £oubtthatall the honorable senator from Louisiana has saidI-in re
nard to it will be verilled. In less than a year after the
line goes into operation, I have no doubt that the inail-Inattfr will more than pay the expense 1 have no sort
of doubt of it. Is New Orleans, or that section of the
country, alone to bo benefited by conimun'caUpn and
commerce with Mexico ? Not at all. icy wi
little benefited by it. Mexico will consume the
faciures of the northern and of the eastern of,*e
country, and will get in return its bullion. >» ho, then,

"fAlrri'SlliKhl.'n. jiarlicul.t loc.M, 0, ..«»»
can prbcurc encouragement for i^commerceandinflation of its mails, and everything of that sort, ttat
other localities or sections cannot; and 1 .WI I*gard the
vote upon this bill as in somemeasuregoi.w; to show
whether or not it is the disposition of this Co'igrcss lo
encourage those who are in prosperity, and leave o.htr
sections of the country alone.

.11 IThe benefits of this government should be extended all
over the couniry, and not be confined to any particular (>or-
tion of it. VVny, sir, New Orleans itself furnishes.as I
have said before.about one-half of your exports. And,where have you' a foreign mad there ? W here is there a
dollar of lire money of this government invested to en¬
courage that commerce, which is, in tart, the commerce
which brings back to you the means of meeting the
balance of trade against you? 1 here is none, »'r
seems lo me that there can be no question opon the pro¬
priety of adopting this measure.
Mr DAVIS 1 do not think the honorable senator

from Texas [Mr. Rc&i] quite understood the v'^ which
I held upon this quesiiou In the first place, sir. 1 think
the honorable senator himself will hardly question that
th»re may be other and suitable meana lor transpotla^I Hon of the mails obtained in this country, J'. ¦
war steamer I think, air, there are oilier advantages,
as well as other and suitable means, for the tra
tion of mails and passenger*. that may not be had in a
war sleuner 1 think we have had some experience on
that point, sir, and enough to justify the conclusion that

'^KaTbe it from me, sir, to deaire that ihe Port Office
Department should place the mail in an unsuitable vea-
set.in one in any wa> unsuitable, either 111 £«. dim«riyson*, tonnage, or in any other particular. 1 ehould saylha" if the department were. clothed with power to
make a contract, they may be invested with the aullior-
11y to look into all these matters, and to make contracts
with no one unless he will furnish suitab e.
safe means for the transportation o the mails Nor have
1 any unfriendly feelings towards this bill. Iit *. naw
idea lo me. air, that the transportation of the anaila u a
sectional question. I had auppoaed that ^opiehsda,
much occasion to send letters to V era Cruz aa to New
Oilrans, and that other places of frade and businesn 1* in
country have as much interest in establishing mails e

tween ports of thia counUy and foreign countries aa INew
Orleans or any other place in the country.

It would be rather extraordinary. sir. that these inlor-
ests, existing extensively as tbey Join all portions of the
country, should allow any feelings of hostility to spring
up among them became a contract for carrying the ma,

lay through any particular region of the country. 8»r, I
repudiate all such ideas and all such reasoning with ra-
sard to the mails The mail is a matter of common inte -Lt and ol common benefit to the whole couniry: it ia
established for that purpose. It ts on that ground that on
a farmer occasion I gave my aupport to tbia..'l
is on that ground I shsll support »t now. I have no dia-
position fnrther than to make a suggestion, and I was in-
flnanrnl in making the suggestion which 1 did by this
reason and I think my honorable friend will agree with
me lor he does not wish any impediment thrown in the
wav of carrying this matter into execution, and I anler-Sfi same opinion. I was forcibly impressed with the
thought that if in the bill you require 'besteaaaartobe
fitted ui> for war aarpoaaa, instead of carrying the ma
in oi.rrlmnt execution, you are ihrowing impediments in

the wav ol doing it The very terms employed lo describe
the vessel imply that aorne extraordinary expenae ia to he

**Now Tappraband this acl.»me contemplates no such
arrangernent as that. It does not propose to know of
what particular structure a vessel ia, but some ir| or,"»'
tion is to be arrived at in aome other way Hut the de-
1 artment is to be satisfied that it M a war vessel.
Well now, a« I said, I think the honorable member

from Texas [Mr. Ki»s«] and my friend from Ixiuisiana
Mr SouLKl wiil be satisfied that thia provision is an

impediment to this bill 1 think it ia M
w«v ol carrving ihe contract mlo execution , and although
I will not myself move to strike it out, I think it would
be better for the senator to have it stricken out.
Mr 90ULE If the honorable senator will allow me,

I Htn ready to strike out whatever relates 10 the neces-
*nv of the steamer being capable of being applied to war

iMirnoses* but I will insist upon the tonnage, because,CETK iSw(* "-?usecurity that whatever fessel shall be allowed to us will

aflord those conditmnsto security which alone ran make

"mTDAVIS Then I add that it was no part of mvpu^Jtfthe senator
while to persist in this provision, to move 'o strike it out
but I think his own interests require it lo be done. And
with these remarks I leave the further tons,deration of

b&C>HLAND. 1 agree with the senator from Loat-JSiMr m afl he ha*
commernal advaulages to be derive<l fr'-m surh a com
mnnication aa this bill proposes to aataWiah And ap
prehend there is no difference of opinion in the m nda ol
senators in that regard. Hut my objection tolhe^b.ll lies
mainly to the system of making by Congress.
,he immediate direction of Congresa. contracts w'th ndi-
viduala for the iwrformance of any portion of the public
service. There lies the foundation of my objection
Mr DAVIS I hope the senator understands that thia

contract is to be made like any other mail contract
Mr BORLAND. As it iapropoaed to be amended, such

is the case ; but as the bill stands, it ia not The amend
msni nronoaad by the senator from Alabama [Mr. Cvnil*
bns] is, 10 ihtow the service open to competition, that the

(outract may be made in the usual manner, not a* a con-
tract by Congress, or under ihe immediate direction of I
Congress, specifying tbe individual wilh whom it shall be |
made, and all the condition* respecting it, but leaving tbe
subject to the management under the guneral law and
regulation* of the Post Office Department, so that the de¬
partment may advertise for contracts, and enter into them
a* it now does with all our interior mail* throughout tbe
country. The bill, if thu* amended, will meet my view*
and receive my vole But if it remain ill it* present form,
all, or almost all, of the evils 1 find in the system of ocean
mail*, of which it must be regarded a* a pait, will require
me to vote against it.
Mr. Pre*ident, before Ihe system of ocean mail steam¬

ers, of which we have now had some experience, was

begun,great advantages, great benefits, great superiority
over another plans, were predicted of it, and promised
for it. Sir, I whs not able in advance to see that these
promlnes would be realued. I did not then believe they
would be. The result, alter several years' experience and
observation, lias not removed my doubts.has not
changed my belief. But 1 have seen mainly what 1 ex¬

pected; and that is, large cx| endilures of money by the
government for the benefit of individuals, and associa¬
tion* of individuals, who have been favored with a mo¬

nopoly of the contractu, and a bonus to take them, with¬
out even the chance of that benefit to the government in
the way of saving money which might have been de-
rieved from competition. And have these mails been
carried any better, more expeditiously, or more regularly
than it it fair to suppose they would have been under con-
tracts let out and entered into in tbe usual way I Look,
sir, at our mail system upon the land, and upon our inlatul
waters. All the service under that *ystem is |>erforined
by contract, entered into after regular periodical adver-
tisement, and ojien to unrestricted competition. En-
gaging in that competition we find almost numberless
individuals, competent to an efficient performance of the
undertaking, and prepared with ample security for their
fidelity. To the lowest and best bidder* these contracts
are awarded. And we find that the service thu* under¬
taken, -(wherever the supervising authority exercise*
due vigilance.) is well performed; and that, too, al¬
though under the influence of this, free competition, the
prices paid for the service grow less and less in amount
every succeeding year. I apprehend.indeed, I am tare.
that an in*|>eciion of Ihe bids of every annual letting of
the mail service will show that the prices paid are re¬

ducedevery year. And there i* reason for it. The es¬
tablishment of a regular and well-conrlucled mail line is
a source of profit to the contractor, not to the amount of
the compensation from the government alone, but also
from travel, if on the land, and from both travel and
freight, if on the water. Multiplying hi* sources of
profit, lie is enabled, and an enlightened self-interest in¬
duce* bun, to reduce the rate of charging froin each. In
this way, while the inciea«e of travel and tran*|Hirtation
of freight i* almost incalculable upon a well conducted
mail line, we find the reduction in the rates of bids for
mail contract* both certain and decided every year.
Why, then, shall we riot have Ihe advantage*, on the
score of economy, in our system of mail service upon
the *ea, as well a* upon the land.and our rivers ? Sir, I
rej>eat, 1 have been, and am, unable to see the advantages
of tin* system over the other I have described. I am in
favor of adhering to the <ne that works well at home,
(or would, with same slight modification* of detail,) on-
less those who advocate a different one for our foreign
mail service can show its *u|ieriority. This they hive
not yet done. Until they do, 1 shall vole against it, in
whatever bill it may come up.

I he consideration* presented by the senator from Louis¬
iana in favor of this line of communication commend
themselves to my fnjror mo<t strongly, not only from the
general advantage*, in a commercial point of view,to the
whole country, but his renvirks appeal, and wilh no little
force, to that sectional feeling from which no man is en¬
tirely free, and of which I, perhaps, have a* much a* any
one. fie pointed out the advantage* which would accrue
from it directly to the southern portion of this con-
eueracy, of which 1 am one of the representatives. I
know but too well, mud have cause to feel but too ttrong
ly, how well-founded is all he said on that subject; and
also of all the senator from Texas [Mr. Utisx] sajd of
the inequality, so far, of Ihe operation of this system
But, sir, the fault is in the nystein iUclf. Such a system
mu4t necessarily be unequal iu it* operation.and in that
lie* the main |>oinl and force of my objection to this bill.
for there is no ditguisinx the fact that it is a pan
tialjy.as it will certainly be in practical operation.ol
the system 1 oppose. *¦''

Senators expres* great solicitude for the protection of
ihe lives of j>a»*engers on these ocean nteamers that carry
our mails, and think it necessary to adopt such a system
as this, in which the sue and kind of vessels shall be
prescribed as indispensable to great and desirable objects.
The sentiment is a good one; it conimends itself alike
and with equal force to our leelingt and lo our interest

Bat, tir, why should their eyes, and their .ympathies,
and Ibeir solicitude, all be turned in one direction, and
all lowardt the ocean ? Are not the millions of our |>eo-
pie who travel by steam, and along our mail lines, upon
our great river* and great lakes, equa'ly deserving of
sympathy, and solicitude, and the protecting care of this
goverment, when it engages in legislation, and heavy ap-
propria!ions of money for the protection of humsn life .'
¦Sir, I join them in the sentiments of sympathy and tolici
tudc on till* subject ttiey so strongly manifest; but if
they expect roe lo give them "material aid" in its prac¬
tical manifestation, they must join me also in extending
it to my peojile, a* well as their own, by a system of
legislation which shall be general in its principles, and
equal in its operation over all.
Now, sir, as to the importance of the proposed line of

which the senator from Louisiana [Mr. Soul*] has so

well spoken, and in respect to which I so fully agrte with
him, I undertake to say, and no one can successfully con¬

trovert, that the line of mail communication along the
Missi*si|>pi valley is far more important. I care not in
what relation you estimate it.whether in length of route,
in amount of travel, or in value of commerce. Indeed,
in alt these respects, the importance and interest of tbe
great valley very far exceed our whole Atlantic com¬
merce. But on the Atlantic, for fewer people, and for a

smaller commerce, we are expending millions, by a sys¬
tem of monopolies from which wealthy capitalist* ar«

deriving Ihe chief benefit; while on the greatest of rivers,
greater for us even thai the ocean, for more people, and
grenter commerce, we are giving no care, no attention,
no protection, no facilities, and scarcely a recognition, in
the matter of either mails or commerce or navigation
Through this whole valley.at any rate from Louisriile,
on (he Ohio, and from St Louis, on tbe Mississippi, to
New Orleans.there i« not a single mail line.not one.
not even by the ordinary system of contract. Both
those streams, wherever navigable, are, by the general
law, "mail-route* ;M but from Louisville and St. Louis,
downwards lo Ihe ocean, there ie not a single ''mail-
line".no, sir, not one ! This may strike some senators
withsurjinse, for, indeed, it is a surprising state of things;
but it is true. Instead of giving us a "line," as other |>aris
of the country have, the transportation of our mails along
that great thoroughfare, upward* and downwards, over
thousands of miles, is inade a weekly or a daily jobbing oat
by agents at the several towns along Ihe river, and on boat*
of any kind that may chance to oiler. Such is tbe lyttrm
with which we are put off, and have been forced to put
up with for yitars; a system.or rather a want of sys¬
tem.from which no sensible man coald expect anything
better Ihsn irregularity and disappointment*, and which
prove* even worse in ila results than the least sanguine
could have anticijmted. In consequence of thie wretch¬
ed state of things, we have complaints from all quarters
of the West.for all are interested in the business of the
great thoroughfare, and all are aggrieved at its embar¬
rassment. On our tallies now are the resolutions of the
legislature of Tenne*see, pointing out the evils under
which we all snfler, protesting against their continuance,
and asking for that relief which it is our duty to grant
And what, sir, is the kind and amount of relief thus ask¬
ed for.' Not that we shall engage in any new system of
legislation; not that we shall make any epee.ial congres¬
sional contracts; not that we shall build ujiany rich mo¬

nopolies, nor that we ehould prescribe the size or kind of
vessels in which our mails may be carried, or engage t>

pay extravagant specific sums of money for the ser¬

vice; no, sir, none of this. The request is tim
ply that you will place us on the same footing with
other interior sections of Ihe country, under the gen¬
eral law for the transportation of the mails, upon
every other route of even ten mile* length, whether
on horseback, in stagecoaccbes, by railroads, or on

steamboats. Is not this request a proper and a res
sonable one ? Then, why should il be disregarded f. why
not complied with t Sir, when I first came here a* a

senator, now fonr year* ago, among the first mai
ters of duly which claimed my attention was ihe
very subject of which I am speaking. I had not
only heard, hut 1 kntw and felt, from personal ob
servation and experience, all about tbe evils of irreg¬
ular and insufficient mails in the Mississippi val¬
ley, the very root of which was this want of a

"fine" upon the Mississippi Looking to tbe general
law, I found that it was competent for the Postmaster
General to extend to lis all the relief we required, by
simply advertising and letting tbe service nut to the low¬
est and best bidder I called upon him, and insisted that

itile nhoald be done. But what was the result f Sir, toy
Mingle voice, though it fairly represented the right.'* and
necessities of five hundred millions of commerce in these
respects, and faithfully expressed the wishes of eight
million* of American citizens, was disregarded.the re¬

quest was refused. And u|>ou what ground do you sup-
pope, air ! Not that it was unreasonable.not that the
evils complained of did not exist, and ought to be reme¬
died. No, sir, none of that Hut because ihe service
required would cost o/i« hundred thousand dollurs!.that
having been the year before the lowest bid, when pro¬
posals for a contract had been advertised for. A vast
mini, truly, for carrying the largest mail in the United
States daily through the most important region of our
whole county, and over a routu at least fifteen hundred
miles in length To my related appeal, he responded
that the reverue of the department from the mails on the
proposed route did not .equal in amount the sum de¬
manded for tiie propuhcd' change of service. This [ ex¬
plained by facts.well ascertained by coin|K)tent peifmis,
merchants, trader*, and postmasters on the route.which
were all in favor of the change. These facts were, that
under tht plan then and still puraued, the transportation
of the mails was so irregular aud uncertain, and often so
low, that private conveyances were in most instances re¬
sorted to,and, inconsequence, not more thanone-ter.L'ipart
of the mailable matter that passed up and down the route
was carried in the mails. Let the plan be but changed, how-

jever, as I proposed, let a regular line be established,
and the mails be regularly and expeditiously carried, and
all this would cease; the mailable matter would seek it*
proper channel, and the legitimate revenue of the depart¬
ment from that source would be increased in a corres¬

ponding ratio. Besides this, I represented, what every one
knows to be true, that the facilities for travel, and the
transportation of light freight, which a regular and expe¬
ditious line of steamers, such as a mail contract (properly
enforced) would require, would make the enterprise ex¬

ceedingly profitable to the contractor, as a general busi¬
ness transaction, independent of the mail; and that, as a

consequence, competition would become active, and that,
although the first contract might be at a high price.even
as high as a hundred thousand dollars.yet the bids at
the next lettings would very certainly be reduced to a
much lower sum.probably to one-half, perhaps to one-
third, or even one-lourth of the first. But, sir, this was
all in vain The refuial was persisted 1n. The head of
tbe Post Office Department at that time, from considera¬
tions of an economy not, [ fear, peculiarly his own, (and
which may be not inaptly characterized as " penny wise
and pound foolish,") and from a fear expressed by him at
the time that he might seem 10 be extravagant, was

proof against all facts and insensible to all appeals. Then,
sir, finding the executive branch of the government im¬
practicable, or rather incorrigible, although under the iaw
fully competent to extend the relief so needed and desired,
ami admitted by himself to be so, 1 brought the subject
before this body. 1 proposed here that the Postmaster
General should be required to do what was so obvi¬
ously proper, and waat he expressed himself very wil-
ling to do, if Cong'ess would tuke the responsibility
of ordering it.that is, to advertise for a contract to
carry the mail upon the Ohio and Mississippi rivers upon
the same plan then and now in operation everywhere else
in the Union. But, sir, 1 was equally unsuccessful here.
Hardly a vote could I get, in aaditiou to my own, for a

proposition against which no man can make a reasonable
or even a plausible objection. Then, us now, sir, no ob¬
jection was urged to the proposition itself.no one ques¬
tioned its justice or propriety. Some said, leave it with

I'the Postmaster General; it is his province and his duty.
Gibers said, as I am told to-day, this is not the ri^ht time,
nor the right bill on which to pass it. Sir, I have heard
this so often that 1 should despair of ever tinding either
the right time or the right place, if it were in my nature
to despair of success when I know and feel that I have
truth and justice with ine.

But, sir, at the very time the Senate was rejecting this
measure, hundreds of thousands were voted away, almost
without question, for an ocean mail line from a single
Atlantic port to some point in Europe. Mr. President,
why was this.' Why is it now ? An answer.a stirring
and a startling answer.may at no distant day be given,
even upon this floor, from other lips than mine, whose
words will be more rtgaided.frotn lips which shall lie
moved by a power, coming up from a distance, which
!. veil iIns Senate will not he able to resist. In the maan

time, let it be said here, and let it go bp)mid the country,
that whUe the whole Mississippi valle>, with its twen'y
thousand units ot river coast, its thousand steamboats, its
live hundred millions of commerce, aud its eight millions
of jieople, asks a single mail line, which is indispensable
to its ordinary business, which will not cost £100,000,
and which will more than pay back the money directly in
revenue, and asks in vain, yet a single port on the At¬
lantic coast has but to ask for millions, and they are

granted for the asking!
Mr. President, senators make ari appeal in behalf of

the line this hill pro|>oses to establish, upon tbe ground
of equalizing tbe operation of the system of ocean mail-
steamers. They say that tbe system has so fai operated un¬

equally upon different sections of tbe Union ; and this
proposition is to make it equal. Sir, I know it operates
unequally, and that is a main ground of iny opposition to
it. Rut when they talk of equalizing the operation, I
think it would be well for them to extend their observa¬
tions and regards somewhat more widely and generally
over the country. I am as lued as they can hie of the

[partial aud unequal operation of this nystem ; and for
this reason, in all its bearings, 1 willgite no vote here
which shall contribute in any degree toils continuance
No vote of mine shall be given which shall not h.<lp to
i!s discontinuance.which shall not insist that all parts
of ths country, whether near to this capital or remote
from it.whether on the Atlantic coast, or on our "in¬
land sea<r.shall be placed u|>on an equal footing in the
eye of the law, and be equally cared lor snd respected
under its operation. Now, sir, to accomplish an obiect which
all of us must acknowledge to be just, and proper, and
necessary, ia no difficult task in the important matter of
our mails. Il is to adopt one uniform rule, such as we

lind already in operation by our general law anil regala
tions for Hie poit office system, which, with some slight
modifications in matters of detail, mostly of administra
tioir, is ptrhaps ss good as we shall b» able to adopt in

this generation. It is to require the Postmaster General
to place all routes which Congress shall have established
rnpon the same footing, and, in procuring mail service upon
them, to advertisi for contracts, to be given to the lowest
and best bidders, with ample security for a faithful per
formance of duty. Let these contracts be made at stated
periods, snd under an open and unrestricted competition.

Senators seem to think that in this instance, ss in
other cases, of ocean mail steamers, it is important that
we shall prescribe the size and character of the vessel.
Why, sir. should this be required in tespeel to ocean
mails, and not in respect to the mean* of transporting our
land and river mails hi the interior of tlfr country We
know that in former years this requirement was made in

regard to all our mail transportation, whether on land or
aster. But this has all been abandoned.doubtless for
good and sufficient reasons.at any rste abandoned in re¬

gard to all interior mails; and now the advertisements
raft for proposals to carry the mails, and are silent as to
the means of transportation. Without pausing hereto in¬
quire into the propriety of this change, 1 would, however,
¦¦k if there be not an equal necessity and propriety in
making this prescription, as to caifecity and the kind of
means of transportation, for our river and land mails, as
lor those on the ocean I Why not? If the convenience
and safely of one portion of the people of tbe Union de¬
mand this prescription at our hands in one case, I hold
that its advantages should be extended to all. If not re¬

quired for all, I cannot understand the propriety, and do
not recognise the duty to give it to any, asa special fsvor,
by special provision.

I think the whole system, which recognises inequali¬
ty snd discrimination between different sections of the
country and different portions of our people, as this does,
is essentially vicious, and ought to he repudiated and re¬

jected in onr legislation, no matter in what form it may
present itself. I am against it ia all shapes and all times.
now and forever. I am for the amendment, but against
the bill.
Mr. President, I did not expect this question would

come up to-day, and therefore came here unprepared to
discuss it. Sprung upon me as it has been, 1 could not
avoid an expression of my views in opposition to it;
though, for want of preparation, I have had to confine
myself within narrow limits, and state very briefly and in

gfneral terms the reasons of my opposition 1 regret
this, on my own account, as f have some facts and views,
growing out of them, in regard to the working of this
system of mail steamers, which f would have been
pleased to present to the Senate and to the country in a

more regular and better arranged course of remarV
Much, therefore, that I would have said, if I had antic. -

pateil this discussion, must now he omitted; and 1 will
trouble the Senate no more at present.
Mr UNDRRWOOD. I rise for the purpose of obtain

ing information from gentlemen, if they will be kind
enough to hear me state my difficulties, and solve them
for mo.particularly from the gentleman at the head of
the Post Office Committee, [Mr. Htisi ;] and perha|* the
gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. SovceJ can likewise
give the information which I desire. I want very much
to facilitate the communication between the valley of the

Mississippi to California and Oregon by water, and in
that direction I want to furnish facilities both ior travel

oblecta winchU.n.lc*"°" b> correspondence. Now, those

oeii ll I t ,h. YT°UI?.ced are very desirable to n,y

whichI ,1' f hW iole val,?y lb' Mississippi, from

tan.hn.h.7rw »rne portiao of the inhah.-
vi ? Oregon and California have irone from the

ST"',"a;«.;rd" '. t"0"*"'inyxisb? twwl toTESfil "r"r,°f co're'l'»»«lence, and also

ihia is whi? ?d" at 1 «lo not know.and
New Yorl .(W

'."'-whether the line from

K?h..°2NeitenS" ° "* ",°U"1 °' Juan

Mr. RUlSK One of them dop« Tl»» pi I
touches «t New Orleans-not the other

"llaSre8 m*'1
Mr. UNDERWOOD Well, I am glad t0 receive the

nfonna ,on, because I thought I bad .one "collMtion
tba that w as the case. Now, if this line could be extended
without much expense, so a* to give us additional com
muntcauon there lo the mouth of tL San Juan o

Cbagree, it would meet my wibhes, and, 1 think nro-
note the interests of our people in a very ureal d'euree
have°exarninad thil''"!'**?. iu ",e opinion of those who

* !ed, l''® subject a great deal more than 1 have

pliah a thin* of Thi L'0' !"ake .."* effort all to accom-

ii
kin«Jf or if the commumciiiKwi ui

ready, by means, of the New York li,. throaghN "i
wool Mike !"^C,ent L° meet ,he wa,ll« of our people. I

or ",mi monUifynOW h°W °f,e" ,hat'.whether monthly
HUSK. Semi monthly.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Ueally, I hardly think that

Mr SOULk" T«n8 °! Vhe ,Vall<'y ?' tl,e Mi#si«'l'l»i.
the point* of hi« ii, » 8at,*,(y ",,J Kfitleinan upon one of

«',«M.rf. Vi;:':in.Ce;
Mexi" who uilVhi 8M,ei#' noW b<"c0'n*' » ciljzti, of

Francisco to Neul n ?' 'C' '°,Carry tbe "lail« from San

IoifchinKatVeraVmli*8T ? 'T̂betweeifihw . . j
whatever facility we give

SacZ S ry and any >,art of ,he republic of Mex-
ico actually affords new means of establishinc the mm.

munications between the Atlantic and Pacific!- To ex-
end now this line to the places mentioned by the hon
orable senator would so ronaWerably increie theex
pendaure, that it might be one of those insuperable d,f-'
the biTl* would necessarily doom to eternal loss

Mr
object is accomplished.

orz 'svs, i
ver^nterwith8!hlemenht'S made. ,)y Persons who are con-

will be a irre I fuhject which demonstrate that this

cross tne plains. The women and children will im hv
his route to join futhere, husbands, and brothers A sail
vessel can go from the Ualize to Vera Cruz i. three davs
and a steamship in two. From Vera Cruz there is a rail'
over whidi ?tLiftan"dndt^0d 8W8mp la"d 10 Sw,ta Fe'
trikHsL'S ,ea,n wagons are carried on

m
* ake 1,10 Jour"ey trom Vera Cruz to the

c ly of Mexico in two days. From the city of Mexico to
Quarnavace, (fifty-four miles,) on the road to Acapuico
here is a daily stage line. The road is completed for car-'
riages fifty-four miles further lo Ponta-de-latla with the
exception of two unimportant bridges. The remainder of
he road to Acaoiileo, through the cities of Equala and Chil-

'iv AlruH'l(i°'ih 8 6r"': ,bu' Kreat e,,ort.,, are m»kin|t
t>^ Alvarado, the present popular governor of the Slate of
fruerraro, of the south, to complete the road to the Pacific
ocean. 1 his is what is called the southern road There

IM.rianu av'oN'aTl'r86 road trough the im¬
portant city of Gadelehan, on which a daily stage runs to

uTnn.£',iZaC'*0t aboul 1 uesfroinSan
bias, on the 1 acinc ocean. And il is exnccted ihn In a

few months the road will be opened to sin Bias for
a? i

distance from Vera Cruz to the Parihc hv
m"- "*". -»

sel^s's'nce '1hm uln !he S:fe. autllor"'e« shown them-

imwria. ? n,,hli,
0f'"0n of ,be "ew const.tm,on, that

important public improvements are everywhere resumed

/be .C,OU,"ry 18 comparatively free from ,obber.-.o
¦nuch so that unarmed Californians Iravel aloni throuifh
the country without apprehension and w.thoul risk
expre "feS.Hv f'r 7" Br"'8b '"'"'"¦er ran an
ex| ress regularly from VeraCruz to Mazatkn in #>nrhi
J«ys. and is running the same express now a,
rale we can get from New Orleans lo Vera Cruz in th?ee
Maza 11an lo Skn ^>UZ '° fMazatlan« ni"e days; and from

Kffl:S°b!z,d^7e^,''iv«ft trrbste£.>.r,jbl,>,ird by ,bi" wi" c^»"'

.in! X "° """ ,here w'" be a con.tant romm uucl
lion there iw.ee a monih, not only to New Vork buMn

m
: a"d lat,cr wrtainly will be one of the

m^l-rom^ A*?^""* L°att?' ^ we" a" a" important
niaii roaie. A company has been formed to establish a

legraphic line from Acapuico to Vera Cruz which i*

wKr.dbi.:Lr'r,,ed hy ,he A,?x,caa «ow.m«.L
nisa d W m' wm mu meat ion between Cal,for

Frana.ro in a
' ,' W'" b', /ollow" ^001 X«.

rrancisco lo Acapuico. six days; teleKrauh to Vera

Su.4 ZnM' .J**1 ll"nc« 10 iN'ew Orleans, three days^
triida'". K * timt' °f comrnunic,,ion from eight lo

isllessrs
more direct communication, boih for travel and enrres

hTlbVs'b.ll'ann "t0W',aiJ ,w<,Bld ^ somewhat alT.cled

.aras.tjsa,r.r
b irt 0,.'Jh' »,aM ,he "'"en Imint. a^d

weslerVtnterestli "unit 'n,*ndp<, ,0 Prnvid" '"r our
wesiern interests, and I hoj>e they will receive the fa.

willai:.r:±r0n 0f '.,|prn. Keriilemen.that they
V ma "PPortunity to have a speedy commu

nieation with our friend, upon (he Pacific I am v^v
I«i'edyt«.°msemr l'|e. 'T"i Wll"c,l ha,,c J"" commune

* 2 hn< ,hal lhe to be given us
are much greater than 1 suppo«ed they were Mv ohiert

Mrr"sfi»,lV 'h K",U'r?1nl fr,,'n'1 ''om iJLisian.
liv.n h

^ whether additional facilities could not be

fo Cb,ffr«"* l.' .r0U,. ll,ro,,«h«o San Juan or

Chagrea. From the suggestions which have been
thrown oal, I am satisfied to lake it as it is.

asih»
1 .Oppose this may be looked upon

verv kill i,
was a «hort time *inee, opt>oaed to ibis

ob^ri.nn.'I h J'""''enitsnd now that the two principal
fiC ions I had lo it have been removed.that the name

lm..l.#,,r7i,tLe0n,r'C,?rh,w b"" Mrick,,n ou'. 'he

Vi be (>l*n ,0 fair competition
Mr mh'iodv' i* «he proposed amendment
Mr MALLDRY. I understand il will be stricken out

I also understand thai lhe clause in reference to war
steamers will be stricken out The ob|ection to the lat-
ler is manifest. I he most of lhe contracts formed have
contained this identical clause, that the vessels built are

to be susceptible of war purpose* But I believe it i»
notorious lo every man in lhe country who understands
lhe subject that there has not been one vessel c instrucled
in accordance wnh the contract, thai Ihere has not been
one vessel constructed which would be fit for naval war

purposes to-morrow ; that if they were called into service
here is not one upon which the conntry would not have
o expend some .190,000 a. least before we could use.
for war purposes.

11

W.r'V'T bonorabl« "enalor from

Texas [Mr H,rs»i ¦ t a.k honorable aenator from

mcrrsnLf 1 \'° "mditura of the money

n . 7 V'ni1 without wishing to give my vote

J- 1 ".uj llnM Kfner,l"y. »tlll, these two objsc
lions being withdrawn, I feel prepared to vote for this

Mr 80ULE I agree to the amendments proposed hy
* »pnatf>r from Alabama, [Mr, (t.cmivi ] A««oonn«

ley arc acted upon, I shall propose some two or three
amendments myself
Mr I'HAI I I should nke to have lhe vote taken

unoti the amendments «eparately I am in favor of so.
of them, but not of all
The PRESIDENT stated the first queation to be upon

¦trikiiig out of lilies »ix ami seven the word* VV.
Templelou, or, in hid default, with such oliier^ person,Mud insert tbe words "such |>ersou or persons "

The question being then Uken, tbe amendment was
agreed to.
The second amendment was stated to be to insert in

ibe cigbih line, after the woid "'security," tbe words
"ufter due public noticearid the question beiug then
token, it was agreed to.
The next amendment was stated to be to insert in the

niuth line, alter the words "United States," the worda
"upon the best terms for the Uuited Statea;" and tbe
uuestion being then taken, it was agreed to.
Mr PRATT. The bill, as originally proceed, re¬

quired that these steamers should be suitable lor wat
purpose. I understood that there was a motion to atrike
out that clause.
The I'RESIDEN T. There has been no propoaition aa

yet submitted to strike out that clause. Tbe amendments
proposed by the senator from Alabama [Mr. CucMJUiaj
have all been gOtic through, aud tbe bill is now opeu to
amendment; and that proposition can now be made.

.Mr. HUNTER I move to strike out that provisionwhich require* these vei»dclu lo be constructed iu such a
manner as to lie suitable for war purposes
Mr CHASE. 1 shall vote for this amendment, which

f understand is made with the concurrence of the senator
from Louisiana, [Mr. Sohlk,] and then 1 shall vote very
cheerfully for this bill. It seems to me to be a meaaure
eminently required by the want# of tbe commercsof the
Gulf. As other gentlemen have said that they vote for
this bill Iroin sectional considerations, I have only to say
that I shall vote for it because I desire those measures
to be adopted which will benefit every section of the
country 1 know no sections in my regards.

Mi. BORLAND. I trust the honorable senator from
Ohio [Mr. Chask] will permit me a word, a» I am the
only senator, I believe, who mentioned sectional feelings
and considerations in regard to this matter; and the sen¬
ator must ol course allude to my remarks. I desire lo ®or-
rect him in the evident mistake into which he baslalien.
i did noU say that I was solely moved in any advocacy
which I might give this bill by sectional feelings.
1 mill that I should vote lor this bill from some conside¬
rations presented by the senator from Louisiana, [Mr.
Sou lb;] and in addition to those general views and con¬
siderations which would influence me very .strongly
was that sectional feeling from which no man was «n-

UrMr'cHASE. I undoubtedly referred to the honorable
senator from Arkansas, [Mr. Borland ;] but I also^re¬ferred to other senators who have assigned somewhat
the same reasons for this bill. 1 have on y to say that
I think those honorable senators themselves, in tneir
former course, have shown by their liberelity, whsn
other sections of the country were concerned, that they
are not altogether governed by these local considera-

The honorable senator from Texas [Mr. Rum] in his
remarks adverted to the circumstance that the steam
lines heretofore authorized by Congress have plied be¬
tween northern ports, and that the benehts of such a ays-
lem belong generally to the North. Nowlrepre^nlnoAtlantic interest. But it must be obvious to the Senate,
upon a moment's reflection, that such must be the case. It
is a law of Nature."a law of God .as
senator from Massachusetts once informed us, that the
oceans of the eartb generally diverge from each other as
Ihey go southward, and the shortest line of transit will
always obtain the commerce. The northern ports Present
the shortest line, and commerce must naturally flow there.
But when there is a line proposed between two points in
the southern section of tbe country, I trust northern gen¬
tlemen will be as prompt in voting for a measure lor the
benefit of that commerce as for their own.
Mr. RUSK I am sure that northern cases have Deen

a little controlled by patronage.
Mr PRATT. 1 hope that this amendment will not

prevail ; and I ask the Senate to do me the favor of lis¬
tening to a very few remarks, which will.convince them
that this amendment should not be adopted. 1 he bill pro
poses that we should pay *100,000 a year for carrying the
mails between New Oileans and Vera Cruz. That is the
maximum amount; but I have never known a maximum
amount placed in any bill of this kind, but that that was
the sum really paid. This bill might lead one to suppose
that the contract may be made for a less amount than that.
But such will not be the case. At all events, U has not
been tLe case hefetoloie; aud I think, therefore, I have the
right to assume that tbe real proposition contained in this
bill is to have the mails carried between New Orleans
and VeraCruz for 3lOMOO a year
Now, as the bill stauds, the Postmaster General is

obliged to have vessels, not only of eight hundred tons
burden, but of sufficient strength to be adapted to war
purposes. We therefore get upon this line a superior
vessel, a vessel of much greater strength, without the
government advancing one cent more than it this amend¬
ment was adopted, aud we were to have veasels of any
degree of s'rengih. provided the required amount of ton¬
nage was obtained. Why, then, should this wnendmant
be adopted ? Is there auy earthly reason for it, .»«'«*» "
be upon the argument of the honorable senator who baa
just taken his seat. [Mr. Chase.] that tbe South, in thelines which are to be given lo them, are to be placed upon
a better footing than the North I
We have established lines of steamers for carrying the

mail from New York to various parts of the world.
Tbey are all war steamers, or of sufficient strength to Be¬
come war steamers, and carry guna to protect the passen¬
gers and commerce transported in those vessels. Wow,
why should not this line, which is proposed lo be estab¬
lished for New Orleans, be of the same atrengtb. and'have the same facilities, when it is lo cost the govern .

1 inent no more I We are to pay only 0100,000 for it.
whether the vessels upon that line be ol sufficient
strength for war steamers or not. 1 ask senators, 'hen,
why adopt an amendment by which the people of the
country are 10 lie accommodated in a less degree than
without it, by which no advantage is lo accrue to the
government or to anybody else, for no earthly reaaon
whatever, unless it be lo put this line upon a better foot¬
ing than other lines of steamers.established for similar
purposes? Why should we have weak vessels when
lor the same price we can have atrong oues !

I have no doubt that the honorable senator from Lou¬isiana [Mr. Souuc] is r.glit when he says that in leas
than two years the commerce of the country, and tne
'people of the country, will gain tenfold more than we
aieto pay for ibe establishment of this line. But would
not that commerce also be increased, and thei cpminuni-
cation between the countries be increased, by h*v,nI
sels ol the required strength, by having the bill stand as
it is now, and have the additional security that the
vessels would be armed sufficiently to protect them
against any attack which should be made for 'he purpo*0? taking possession of thein t The British
which ply between Mexico and Great Britain are ail
armed steamers. They carry bullion
to the other, and are of'the strength which our vessel*
would be if this bill passes without this smwdeant 11 .

thm bill should pass h« it now ^. rmr vessals would be
tlien enabled lo compete at least with Great Britain in
thai rnmmprcc But if we mnd tmmIi then upon tbfm*. condition 'that they shall be of eight hundred tons
burden, without having them constructed in such man-
ner a« to give this security and protection to the passen¬
gers and freight they may carry, then Great Britain would
,ave that advantage over us in this commerce. Why,
then, adopt this amendment, when we shall pay no more
{or vessels adaptsd lo war purpo-es. and ol sufficient
atrengtli. than yon propose lo pay for vessels of eight
hundred tons burden, no matter how weak they may be r

Mr HALE Some remark was made by the senator
from Florida [Mr. MAixoar] as to the «real expense in

regard to the steam lines we have established,.«hich he
¦aid amounted to something near *2,000,000. ItIhmk the
expense of ihe navy pro(>er.I do not know exactly
what it is.is something like tt0.000.000. It was sonne¬
ting sear that amount when took some |pains u> noUoe
it. and it has been going on in an esceodmg sw.es smce,
ao thai I do not know how much i^now ipOTMIW
that the Secretary of the Navy proposes to divide up thewhofi expense and put it
is nearlŷ ^-na,£mel° ta'in-util.ty^ri^uTta fromThe Pex£ndilure of theae f3.000.000, ftLm hJeTthst .mount. Bat, for the other $10..
noo (Tk! vou ask what earthly, what poeaible what
remote wh»t contingent advantage it can be to tbe goy-IriTment or to anybody else, echo will answer what I

t "all. Nowf if the Naval Committee will «-
Huce ^he expenses of what they call the nav, properjueexactly ss we mcreaae the. amount paid for these naval
¦taamers. I think we shall then be making some prog¬
ress But if this is to be an addition to that expense,
hope it will not be incurred

...

support of these steamers by the government is to ba


